Abstract
This article presents a case study in how archaeological data assists in biblical interpretation. The author uses the recent excavations of Tel Gezer, along with recent archaeological research on the Shephelah and the 8th century BCE to reconstruct the political and historical period of Uzziah. The first part of the article reviews the current excavations of Beth Shemesh and Tel es-Safi along with recent articles on the 8th century destructions in the Shephelah. An overview of city-planning in the 8th century is provided. The second part of the article is a presentation of the results of the recently renewed excavations of Gezer (2006-2009). The author proposes that Judah experienced greater city-planning and regional development under king Uzziah than the latter period of Hezekiah.
