Abstract 

The book of Jeremiah intervenes in a national disaster and moves the nation toward healing.  The drama of the God’s broken family helps survivors by presenting their experience in the narrowed domain of a family broken apart by infidelity.  It reflects victims experience back to them in a way that does not retraumatize them.  And in the chaos of disaster’s aftermath, it provides an explanation of the cataclysm and defends God.  No matter how difficult this theology might be for contemporary readers, the theology of Jeremiah’s broken family enables the people of Judah to survive as the people of God.

